February 01, 2007

Re: Contemporary World History Project

Dear Parents:

Your student has been given a unique opportunity to participate in the Contemporary World History Project. This program is sponsored by the California International Studies Project headquartered at the University of the Pacific. Some activities are housed through the World Affairs Council in San Francisco. Seventeen Northern California High School classrooms are participating in this project, each school representing the perspective of a particular assigned country. Mission San Jose High School is a unique school which has been part of this program for the past 11 years. Despite the heavy budget cuts, MSJ came through and was able to fund this program.

At the sophomore level, this means your student will not only study present World History, but also experience negotiating current world issues. Our class will represent Great Britain (1st period) and Argentina (2nd period). The students will have the opportunity to learn 8 current event issues (child labor, global warming, world health, finance, trade, regional conflict and terrorism) as they negotiate online and then eventually at a global forum. The global forum this year will be held at University of Pacific in Stockton in May. The students will be required to dress formally and present solutions to specific international issues and negotiate between countries. They will come face to face with other schools. This is a very exciting event and the project staff make it very special for all participants. We will need parent chaperones as well. (Chaperones sign up early as space is limited).

History becomes more real for student when they are actively involved in their own learning. Through interactive situation and lively encounters with people and ideas, students can begin to make connection to the past. Students will be better able to internalize conceptual information when they can utilize multiple abilities. 

We will need to obtain a district bus as means of transportation to the University of Pacific. We are asking for a donation of $20.00 to defray the cost of the bus and cover material costs (current issues booklets) for the students. Also, in order to build a country identity I would like the students to participate in a country celebration, which includes music, food and characteristics of the country. This is only possible if parents can assist us. We will need some (2-3) parents to volunteer to help get some country products for the class. I would be most appreciative of your help and can meet with the interested parents. I would like to hold this Country Identity Celebration to take place middle of March. Please email me at rkrishna@fremont.k12.ca.us or call me at 657-3600 ext. 37023 if you can help to build an enriching experience for our students.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Krishna  Social Studies Teacher
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