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Position Papers (For Simcon’s Eyes Only)

WHAT IS IT?  A summary of your preliminary research about the issues as they exist in and/or impact your country, posted from your delegation to Simcon only.  Each issue delegation will submit their own position paper, along with a brief introduction and conclusion that gives more information about the history and culture of the nation (up to 8 papers per country).  Since you are delegates representing your country, the opening statements draft should be written from the first person’s  point of view using we and our. Example: “Our biggest challenge is…”

WHAT ARE THE STEPS FOR COMPLETION?

1) Complete the activity for “Country Perspective on Modern World Problems” in which your issue group will design and present a 4-part graphic organizer that illustrates: 

a) the situation and policy approaches of your country in regards to the issue, nationally and internationally;

b) a prioritized list of the key problems and challenges for your country in regards to the issue;

c) a prioritized list of the goals your country has for dealing with the issue;

d) possible national and international methods for implementing these goals.  What strategies or plans can you suggest?  There should be more emphasis on international plans that can be negotiated with other countries.

2) Convert the information in your 4-part graphic organizer to essay form.
3) Include a brief introduction and conclusion to your comments to add general context of your country’s history and/or culture.
4) Ensure that your goals are on topic.  For instance, if you are representing the Minority Rights Delegation, make sure your goals are not focused on women’s groups, which would be better served by the Gender Rights Delegation.

5) After each Delegation completes the essay, compare all essays within the larger delegation (Human Rights, Environment, International Economics or Security).

Share group papers and make sure strategies for achieving goals do not conflict.  Revise where necessary.

6) Add a salutation  i.e. Distinguished Simcon     and a close   i.e. Respectfully,
                                                                                                          The Child Labor Delegation

7) Submit your delegation’s opening statements draft to Simcon (and no other countries) via the online international CWHP community (see below).  You will not be combining your paper with those of other delegations.  

WHEN IS IT DUE? ___________________________________________

WHERE IS IT POSTED?

From Delegate Central at www.cwhp.info/delegates.html, log on to Simulation

CWHP-SC for Southern CA with your Country Name and Password.  Send a message on behalf of your issue delegation to “Simcon” (and no other countries) with Position Paper in the subject line.  Post your message as simple text.  The ICONS online community does not support formatting such as italics, bolding, centering, tabs, etc.

 Position Paper Checklist for Delegations
Before sending your draft to Simcon, double-check it against the following questions.

1. Is your paper written from the first person point of view, as delegates from your country taking ownership of your goals and policies? The point of view should also be plural (we, our) not singular (I, mine). Examples:

a. instead of saying “Mexico’s first priority in addressing terrorism is…” say “Our first priority in addressing terrorism is…” 
b. instead of saying “the Chinese people believe…” say “We believe…”

2. Format:

a. Has all formatting been removed?  (The ICONS community does not support, indentation, italics, bolding, centering, double-spacing, etc.  Formatting via HTML is only allowed by Simcon, to prevent online crashes and problems that affect the entire online community).

b. Is the paper cohesively written in full sentences and paragraphs?  Example: don’t simply provide a numbered list or outline of priorities.  

c. Has the paper been double-checked for spelling and grammar errors?

3. Content:

a. Were directions followed in terms of required content?

b. Are general statements supported with specific facts and explanations of who, what, how and/or why? Be sure to include the names of treaties, legislation, policy details, etc. 

4. Does your delegation’s paper include a brief introduction and a conclusion? 

5. Is your country’s paper addressed to Simcon (and no one else) in a diplomatic fashion?  Example: “Distinguished Simcon,” Do you sign your message diplomatically with the name of your delegation? 
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