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Essential CWHP Terms

—All Issues

Developed country: This term generally refers to countries with high income per capita and high GDPs.  Usually such country economies show a higher percentage of jobs in the service sector and research is well-funded. Services are defined in conventional economic terms as "intangible goods". Typically the service sector focus is on people interacting with people and serving the customer rather than transforming physical goods.  The sectors of manufacturing and extraction (agriculture, mining, and fishing) equal a small percentage of GDP in a developed country.  Such a country usually has a high Human Development Index (HDI).  

Developing country: This term is generally used to describe countries that have low incomes and low GDPs. They usually have a relatively low standard of living, an undeveloped industrial base, and a moderate to low Human Development Index (HDI) score. In developing countries, there is low per capita income, widespread poverty, and low capital formation. The term has tended to edge out earlier ones, including the Cold War-defined “Third World”, which has come to have unintentional negative connotations associated with it. 

A transition to developed status needs a modern infrastructure (both physical and institutional), and a move away from low value added sectors such as agriculture and natural resource extraction. Note:  the application of the term developing country to some of the world's less developed countries could be considered inappropriate: a number of poor countries are not improving their economic situation, but have experienced prolonged periods of economic decline.  Such countries are often considered to be in a “poverty trap”.

Emerging market countries: Countries with more advanced economies than developing nations, but which have not yet fully demonstrated the signs of a developed country.  They are often sometimes referred to as  “newly industrialized countries”.  Typically their large cities will have many of the amenities of a developed country, while their small communities will exhibit the traits of a developing country.  

Globalization: A term loosely used to refer to a recent worldwide phenomenon of increasing and accelerated linkages between countries and peoples around the world. Globalization encompasses such processes as the increasing integration of economic, technological and even political systems around the world. As a general rule, it tends to improve the economic situation of more people.  But it widens the gap between the rich and the poor within the country.

Gross domestic product (GDP): This is one of the ways of measuring the size of a country’s economy.  It is the total market value of all final goods and services produced within a country in a given period of time (usually a calendar year). GDP per capita divides the total GDP of a country by the country’s population.  Usually a high per capita GDP indicates a developed country. See pages 206-7 in the Scenario for the GDPs of each country in the simulation.

Government debt (also known as public debt or national debt): Money owed by governments.  It can be internal debt, owed to lenders within the country, or external debt, owed to foreign lenders.  Governments usually borrow by issuing securities such as government bonds. Less credit worthy countries sometimes borrow directly from commercial banks or international institutions such as the IMF or the World Bank. 

Human Development Index (HDI): An index that compares different countries by ranking them using national statistics. While GDP shows economic development, HDI attempts to bring in issues of human well being as well. It is composed of each country’s 1) average life expectancy, 2) years of education, and 3) standard of living (as measured by its GDP). Criticism of HDI includes that does not include environmental impact, and that it is impossible to use it to compare countries year-by-year. But it does provide a snapshot of a country’s well being that is broader than GDP alone.  See page 186 in the Scenario for the HDI of the simulation countries.

Incentives: The conscious use of rewards or penalties to encourage specific behavior. Incentives are superior to strategies that force particular behavior, for there is an element of free choice involved. Financial incentives include such strategies as putting an item on sale to encourage people to buy it. Or governments can pay people an amount of money if they send their children to school instead of asking them to work. 

Infrastructure: Services and facilities that support day-to-day economic activity in a country. Infrastructure includes roads, electricity, telephone service, and public transportation. Infrastructure has traditionally been provided and maintained by the government. However, some countries are currently experimenting with privatization of some elements of infrastructure. Infrastructure is essential to economic development.
Microfinancing (or microcredit): This is an extension of small loans to entrepreneurs too poor to qualify for traditional bank loans so they may fund a business. It has proven to be an effective tool of poverty eradication and empowerment of people, particularly women. In 2003, it is estimated that worldwide over 67 million poor and low-income people had access to microfinance. As many as 70 countries – developing, economies in transition and developed – have active microfinancing programs.  However, in most developing countries, the penetration rates as of 2003 hardly exceed 1%, so there is further room for growth.  

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs): In the year 2000, the countries of the world and leading international institutions held a summit in which they agreed to cut in half extreme poverty in the world by the year 2015. They created eight goals, from poverty reduction to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education. 

Model or pilot programs: For change to happen, it is often easier to try a possible solution on a small scale--in one city or several cities. If the results are unsuccessful, then the idea can be discontinued without a great amount of money being spent.  Or the lessons learned may guide changes to the solution so it can become more successful.  Once an idea proves to be a successful, it can be offered as a model for other cities, regions or countries who are struggling with the same problem. Model programs can be used for a variety of purposes, from improving governments, helping with issues of poverty, providing access to better health care, and cleaning up the environment. 

Rule of law: A political system tied to a set of laws and policies that are clearly defined and accepted by the people.  Clear and consistent laws that the majority of citizens obey allow a country to grow and prosper. 

Sanctions: Forceful economic or military measures usually adopted by several nations together in an attempt to force nations which are violating international treaties to change their behavior.  

Scalability: How well a solution to a problem will work when it is applied to larger and/or different situations.  For example, solar panels will work in countries where the sun shines a lot.  They may not be cost effective in countries that get very little sunshine.
Sovereignty: The concept that a country has complete autonomy to determine its own policies. The world community can produce guidelines or treaties on specific issues of interest, such as human rights, but no country can be forced to follow them. This is especially difficult when a country is abusing its citizens or is threatening other country(ies). The world community can put in place sanctions in an attempt to change behavior. But such moves are hard to enforce and are not always effective. Invasion of such a country is rarely attempted due to the respect most nations have for sovereignty. 
Treaty: An agreement under international law entered into by nations and/or international organizations. Treaties can be loosely compared to contracts: both consist of willing participants assuming obligations among themselves.  A participant that fails to live up to its obligations can be held liable under international law for such failure.

U.S. Treaties in Force in 2010 by country: www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/index.htm
Essential Organizations – All Issue Areas

United Nations (www.un.org or www.un.org.works): The Works area of the UN Website includes categories for six of the eight CWHP topics.  For Economic topics, see the UN Conference on Trade and Development (www.unctad.org). The UN website has models of local programs that are working under the title of “Best Practices”.  The search function can be used to search for best practices on a particular topic or for a specific country (www.bestpractices.org).

Funding Sources: The main funding sources for developing countries are the International Monetary Fund (www.imf.org) and the World Bank (youthlink.worldbank.org).  There are regional development banks, which are listed under the finance section. Individual countries may also provide funding for developing countries, such as the U.S.’s organization, USAID (usaid.gov).

Essential Terms & Important Treaties

—By Issue Area

•HUMAN RIGHTS

Minority Rights________________________________________________
	Minority Rights Terms
	Organizations

	· affirmative action

· ethnic group


· genocide

· indigenous

· natural rights

· quotas

· racial profiling

· segregation

· socioeconomic status
	· Human Rights Watch 
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Minority Rights Group International


Important treaties or agreements: 

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
· UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Article 27)
Gender Rights_________________________________________________
	Gender Rights Terms
	Organizations

	· affirmative action

· dowry


· empowerment gap



· forced religious conformity

· fundamentalism

· gender parity

· islamic legal code (sha’ria)

· quotas

· theocracy
	· UN Women (WomenWatch)

· Bureau for Gender Equality, ILO

· MDGenderNet

· NOW


Important treaties or agreements: 

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
UN Security Council Resolution 1325

•ENVIRONMENT

Global Warming________________________________________________
	Global Warming Terms
	Organizations

	· acid rain 

· biodiversity

· bioenergy or biofuels

· carbon credits

· carbon sinks


· cross-border pollution

· co-generation

· deforestation

· eco-system

· emissions

· flaring

· fossil fuels

· global warming

· green taxes

· greenhouse gases

· permafrost

· persistent organic pollutants

· soil degradation
	· UNFCCC (UN Framework Convention on Climate Change)

· Union of Concerned Scientists

· US Environmental Protection Agency


Important Treaties or agreements:  

The Kyoto Protocol 
World Health__________________________________________________
	World Health Terms
	Organizations

	· avian or bird flu

· communicable disease

· epidemic

· generic drug


· HIV (human immunodeficiency virus)

· malaria

· polio

· quarantine

· SARS (severe acute respiratory syndrome)

· TB (tuberculosis)
	· WHO

· UNAIDS

· Doctors without Borders

· World Bank

· Asian Development Bank

· African Development Bank

· Inter-American Development Bank


•ECONOMICS
International Trade_____________________________________________
	International Trade Terms
	Organizations

	· black market

· comparative advantage

· dumping

· economies of scale


· embargo

· fair trade

· free trade

· goods & services

· import quota

· outsourcing

· protectionism

· regional trading blocs

· services

· subsidy

· tariff

· trade

· trade deficit

· transparency
	· WTO

· IMF

· G-20


Treaties or important agreements: 

· UNCTAD

· NAFTA

· WTO membership

Child Labor___________________________________________________
	Child Labor Terms

	Organizations

	· bonded labor


· minimum age
	· ILO 

· UNICEF


Important treaties or agreements:

· The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
· ILO Convention No. 138 on Minimum Age
· ILO Convention No. 105 on the Abolition of Forced Labor
· ILO Convention No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labor
SECURITY
Nuclear Non-proliferation (NNP)__________________________________
	Nuclear Non-proliferation (NNP) Terms
	Organizations

	· alliances

· arms control


· civil war 

· cold war

· genocide 

· great powers

· nationalism

· sanctions

· treaty

· war crimes

· WMD (weapons of mass destruction)
	· IAEA (International Atomic Agency)

· NATO

· UN Security Council


NNP important treaties:  

SALT I and II, Anti-ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM), Agreed Framework, the IAEA Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty, Agreed Framework (North Korea)
International Terrorism__________________________________________
	Terrorism Terms

	Organizations

	al-Qaeda

· ideology

· insurgent

· Islamic fundamentalism
	· UN Global Counter- Terrorism


Terrorism important treaties or agreements: 

International conventions:

· 1997 International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings

· 1999 International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism

· 2005 International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism

Regional international conventions:

· Arab Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism

· Convention of the Organization of the Islamic Conference on Combating International Terrorism

· European Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism

· OAS Convention to Prevent and Punish Acts of Terrorism Taking the Form of Crimes against Persons and Related Extortion that are of International Significance

· OAU Convention on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism

· SAARC Regional Convention on Suppression of Terrorism

· Treaty on Cooperation among States Members of the Commonwealth of Independent States in Combating Terrorism

Draft conventions:  Draft Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism
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